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1000 DECLARATION OF MAJOR POLICIES

1000.1 The availability of hedth and socid services is critica to the Didrict community. A wide
range of servicesthat are indispensable must be ddlivered not only to the most desperate and
degtitute, but to anyone in need of human services. These sarvices include the following:
(& Prevention and control of disease;
(b) Provision of medicd and hedth care;

(© Alcohal and drug abuse treatment and counsdling;

(d) Cae of the mentdly ill, mentdly retarded, the handicapped, children (ages 013),
youth (ages 14-21), and the elderly;

(e) Provison of financid assstance and socid services,
(f) Vocationd rehabilitation services,

(@9 Child care srvices, and

(h) Veterans services.

1000.2 Providing efficient and affordable human services requires intense, sustained, and sharply
focused actions by the public and private sectors working together.

1000.3  The involvement of community leeders and agencies, providers, and consumers in such an
active manner 0 as to ensure that high quality human services are provided, is centrd to
efficient and affordable human services. It is essentid that programs and actions respond to
identified community needs.
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The Didrict must pursue every available opportunity to improve efficiency and effectiveness
and to target its resources most appropriately. Studies currently in progress must be carefully
reviewed. Policies and implementation Strategies designed to provide comparable services at
lower costs must be devised.

Hedth and socid service programs should assst people toward sdf-sufficiency, and
government services should be organized to accderate this independence. The ultimate goa
of the government should be to implement a public assstance program in the Didtrict that will
help welfare recipients and their families become economically independent.

HUMAN SERVICES GOAL

It isthe god of the Didtrict to ensure a broad range of community-based human services for
those in need.

HUMAN SERVICESDELIVERY SYSTEM

It is the human services ddivery sysem’s objective to maintain and improve the human
svices ddivery sysem in the Didrict which has been edablished to facilitate the
maintenance and improvement of health and well-being.

The policies established in support of the human services ddivery system objective are as
follows

(& Focusthefull range of hedth and socid services on mgor problems facing the Didrict,
such as infant mortdity, the homedess, dcohol, drug abuse, Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), and the availability and cost containment of services,

(b) Increase accountability of government managed human service delivery systems, utilize
computerized management information systems, and invest revenues received from
federa funding in programs vita to human service ddivery;

() Maintain and improve sarvices for al children and adults in twenty-four hour (24 hr.)
care fadilities and ensure that victims of homelessness are cared for, especidly when
extreme weather conditions occur;

(d) Placecdlientsof the hedlth care system in seitings most gppropriate to their needs;
(e) Denditutiondize dients in inditutions who require less redrictive levels of care,

provide adequate follow-up to monitor their progress, and coordinate the development
of dternative placements with public and private agencies,
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Adminiger child and family services to avoid removing children  from ther families,
whenever possible, and promote the rehabilitation of families undergoing stress,

Support the development of adequate acohol and drug abuse facilities directed toward
prevention, control, and rehabilitation;

Coordinate existing services and policies and provide new services in hedth, housing,
transportation, and recreation, including the establishment of multi-purpose senior
centersin areas that have alarge elderly population and the provision of transportation
to and from the centers, to make it possible for the ederly to remain independent in
thelr own homes;

Ensure that the daff of each child-care facility participates in onrgoing training to
maintain high quality and professona standards of care;

Increase digribution of information on hedth and socid sarvices available to the
elderly, disabled, degtitute, and others who need human services,

Coordinate the desgn and implementation of al Digtrict human service programs with
human service providers, and

Link Digtrict government human service programs more effectivey with federdly
mandated and funded human service programs to obtain additiona federa funding.

HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT

The hedth care cost containment objectives are to ensure high quaity and thorough
community-based hedlth services that are available and accessible at reasonable cost and to
provide quaity public and private health services a reasonable cost.

The palicies established in support d the hedth care cost containment objectives are as
follows

@

(b)

(©
(d)

Improve the efficiency of hedlth service and initiate all  gppropriate actions to contain
the costs of hedlth care, thereby providing quaity services at the lowest possible cogt;

Support the development of appropriate aternatives to inpatient hospita care develop
dternative uses for underutilized hospitdl beds, and avoid duplication of expensve
services and equipment;

Continue efforts to control increasing Medicaid codts,

Egablish an dl-embracing hedth information system for the effective hedth planning;
and
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Maintain and improve strong hedlth care planning processes which further the godss of
quality and cost containment in hedth care.

HEALTH CARE DELIVERY SYSTEM

The hedth care ddivery sysem objective is to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
hedth care delivery system.

The policies established in support of the hedlth care delivery system objective are asfollows

@
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Refocus the hedlth care system from one of crisis response to one that emphasizes
preventing disease and promoting hedth and well-being by enhancing dient capabilities
to make informed choices about life styles and hedlth practices, by avoiding disease,
disability, and gress, and by establishing local hedth policies directed at increasing
individud responghility for hedth;

Promote the accessibility of quality primary care servicesin dl aress of the Didtrict a
reasonable cost, especidly in medicaly-underserved and critical staff shortage aress,

Increase management efficiency, effectiveness, and accountability in the supplementary
nutrition programs for pregnant women, nursng mothers, and children in order to effect
overdl improvement in the quaity and leve of services provided,

Strive to decrease infant mortdity in the Didtrict;

Promote the efficient and effective ddivery of acute-care services by reducing
ingppropriste  sarvice utilization and by exploring dterndtive  reimbursement
mechanisms,

Increase the availability and accessibility of dl chronic-care services with specid
emphasis on persond support services for the chronicaly ill and disabled; and

Seek to ensure that sufficient rehabilitation services are readily accessible at costs that
will not inhibit patient access to care and seek to ensure that appropriate referrd
patterns for rehabilitation services are maintained.

INCOME MAINTENANCE AND ECONOMIC SELF-SUPPORT SERVICES

The income maintenance and economic sef-support services objectives are to provide
income maintenance and support services where needed to the maximum extent possible and
to assis families and individuas to achieve or maintain economic sef-support.
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1005.2 The policies established in support of the income maintenance and economic saif-support
services objectives are as follows:

1099
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Develop a sdf-support and sdf-sufficiency task force to make recommendetions and
to devise a plan geared toward the improvement and enhancement of service ddivery
cgpabiilities, in order to foster client slf-sufficiency and to promote measures to assist
recipients of income assstance in gaining skills necessary for full-time employment;

Provide an efficient management and ddivery sysem of income maintenance with
strong emphasis on timely and equitable processing of public assstance, Medicaid, and
food stamp applications;

Prevent or reduce inappropriate inditutional care by providing for community-based,
home-based, or other forms of less intensve care and provide ingtitutiona care when
other forms of service are not appropriate;

Prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation of children and adults and preserve,
rehabilitate, or reunite families, making every effort to maintain or place children in
permanent residentia settings;

Provide permanent residentia settings, day-care services, and after-school programs
and provide family and hedth counsding, nutrition services, and employment training
with income assistance programs for indigent parents;

(f)  Provide rehabilitative services in the least restrictive appropriate settings for neglected
and delinquent young people;

(9 Promote hedth, environmentd, and life-style conditions to strengthen the well-being of
children and youth;
(hy  Promote conditions to enable handicapped personsto enjoy rich and full lives;

() Promote programs of needed support, health, and specia services for adults to enable
themto maintain their sense of security, dignity, respect, and independence; and

() Empower those who are most in need to gain greater accessihility to the services of the
government, greater influence on the deivery of those services, and greater control
over their persond lives and communities.

DEFINITIONS

The provisons of 8199 of chapter 1 of this title and the definitions set forth in that section
shall be incorporated by reference in this section.
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